Newsletter ECTS MA March 2006

Dear ECTS MA Friends,

After meeting electronically on many occasions over the last year, and collaborating intensely with our colleagues from MEDINE, the ECTS Medicine Association Executive Board met in Oslo to finalise the programme of the A.G.M (May 6th) in Prague.

As decided last year in Brussels, the meeting is to be a joint venue with MEDINE, with most of the Friday (5th May) being devoted to MEDINE and most of the Saturday to ECTS MA. As many of our interests overlap, some of the presentations will be joint. 
Please find the registration form and the program for the Prague meeting as attachments. The deadline for registration is March 31st. Please note that the hotel has to be paid at the time of registration.. Those attending the MEDINE meetings and ECTS MA meetings will be charged 100 Euros, which will be refunded by MEDINE if they are a member. As there are sixteen ECTS MA faculties who are not members of MEDINE, and therefore cannot be reimbursed by MEDINE, these faculties will be asked to pay 30 Euros for local administrative costs, lunch and coffee on Saturday, and local transport costs. If they wish to attend the Gala dinner on Friday evening, an extra 60 Euros will be requested.If they wish to attend all functions, then 100 Euros will be charged.

Apart from the talks and activities of MEDINE that will take place on the Friday 5th of May, that could be of interest for ECTS-MA members, our agenda for the Saturday 6th May 2006 will include a talk on a relevant topic related to the use of ECTS with respect to Bologna, the customary clearing house exchange and group activities and discussions that will cover, among other  the following topics:

1. New membership applications from:

a) University of Padova, Italy: www.

b)) University of Pavia, Italy: www.

c) University of Warsaw, Poland: www.

Please be ready to cast your votes at the meeting, or if you cannot attend, to send a decision by proxy vote (see ECTS MA Statutes).
2. Areas regarding correct use and implementation of ECTS, which we would like to bring up at the meeting:

a) Transcript of Records - is it a legal document, and should it be treated as such?

b) Internet Page - there will be several improvements and changes to our internet page and we would be grateful for any additional suggestions. We would also be grateful if you could check (before May), if the link to your university and information package is functioning on the internet site www.med-ects.org

c) Recommendation: In order to make the access of your information for incoming students and departmental coordinators easier, we recommend the use of the words 'ECTS Information Package' in the title of your faculty's internet site. If one doesn't have the direct link to hand, then one can find the Faculty's information by using Google, or a similar search engine: E.g. Google search ' ECTS Information Package University of XXX', and the information can be retrieved. Some of our member's internet sites are so full, it can take hours to find the necessary information. Please do not forget to have the information available in English as well as the home language!
3. Other topics will also be aired at the meeting

a) The necessity of an Ombudsman? If member faculties have problems with each other, regarding student exchange, the chance to put their problems privately to a representative chosen as Ombudsman.
b) Sponsorship.
4. Executive Board Elections. Sadly, Professor Pavel Kucera has resigned as a member of the board and from MEDINE.  Professor Kiki Thermos has taken over as the ECTS MA representative for MEDINE, but this still leaves an opening on the ECTS MA Executive Board and this will also be voted on at the A.G.M.

5. Lastly, where the next meeting should be, May 2007! Due to the increased costs and huge administrative workload that arises from hosting a joint venue, and also reduced time for ECTS MA matters, it will also be of great importance to decide whether the meeting should be a joint venture next year or not.  Please start having thoughts about this.

We send you all our warmest regards, and look forward very much to seeing you all in Prague.

The ECTS MA Executive Board

