
ECTS MA Annual Meeting, May 16-17 2008 in Naples

Setting the Stage:
ECTS MA short- and long-term goals

Borghild Roald
President ECTS MA

Professor in Medicine (Pathology) MD PhD 
Academic International Coordinator, University of Oslo, Norway



ECTS MA Annual Meeting, May 16-17 2008 in Naples

First of all: 
Warm thanks to the local organizing committee 

in Naples !
And warm regards to Franco Rinaldi, professor 

emeritus and one of the founding members of 
the ECTS MA inner circle in 1989 ! 
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A European dream  – in Medicine:

To provide the same               
quality of health care                    
to all patients in Europe
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Strategies to make the dream come true:
•Harmonise (but not uniforme) the 
medical education in Europe 
•Facilitate mobility

•Undergraduate level
•Specialist trainining
•Master programs and PhD 
courses
•Continuous medical education
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How can mobility in Medical Education in Europe be 
facilitated?

By transparency of the Curriculae
By flexibility
By informing the students of exchange possibilities
By better funding 
.........
By Strategic moves in Faculties to increase mobility, partly by 
implementing and using the ECTS (European credit transfer 
system) 
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Following the Oslo ECTS MA annual meeting  
(May 2007), the Board 

-Borghild Roald, Karel van Liempt, Sverre 
Bjerkeset, Jørgen Hedemark Poulsen, Sylvain 
Meuris and Kiki Thermos

has met in Antwerp, Belgium (October 2007) and 
Heraklion, Crete (January 2008)
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2008 ECTS MA annual meeting in Naples:
- Discuss goals and strategies for our work
- Inform around and discuss important matters
- Clearing house: facilitating mobility in 

practice 
- ECTS MA annual General assembly
- Get to know each other and help each other
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Short term goals for 2008, 
suggested by the Board in a meeting in Antwerp October 2008:

-Improved ECTS MA website (www.med-ects.org/index.htm)
-Regular newsletters, at least twice a year
-ECTS MA Database up and running
-Contribution to MEDINE 2 application by March 2008
-ECTS MA annual meeting in Naples May16-17 
-Board meeting in Heraklion 31.01-01.02.08, also including a 

Seminar on Internationalisation at the University of Crete.
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Long term goals (by 2011), 
suggested by the Board in a meeting in Antwerp October 2008:

-100% of Medical Faculties in the ECTS MA should properly have 
implemented the ECTS in their medical curricula
-10% documented increased mobility for undergraduate medical 
students in clinical rotations, semester/courses and research
-ECTS implemented in 70% of medical curriculae in Europe
-Increased use of modules, partly harmonized with relevant partner 
universities
-Arrange an international symposium on ”Internationalization in the 
medical undergraduate education” in relation to the annual ECTS 
MA meeting in 2009 or 2010. 


